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EDITORIAL

Well, looks like I made it.. this final GEM TONES, which started
out last Saturdey amid sniffles and sneezes is now, this Saturday,
all mimeod except for these last-to-be-typed 4 pages.,.

This GYPSUM GT is the 16th "Gem" to barrage fandom from the Gi
typer since the first one came out in the 14th SAPS liailing (Dec.'50)
Some of them were (whisper) fapazines...in all, they list as follows:
Topaz, Rose Quarts, Turquoise, Onz2l, A=te, Peridot, Chrysoberrl,
Marble, Pearl, Moonstone, Chicon 2, 4 .~tite, Conglomerate, Coral,
Calcite, and G psum. (Ghu...I wouldn't have believed it possiblt to
think up so many corny puns if I didn't have the evidence right herel)
I have enjoyed publishing Gem Tones, and am sorry to say farewell to
the Gem Tones format, exasperating as it has been at times.

However, progressmarches on —— or something. I made a fortun-
ate purchase of about 20 reamé of 8*111 mimeo paper, of whieh about
15 reams still neatly decorate my basement shelves. The merest el~
ements of economics, therefore, indicates that with 15 reams of 81111
paper on hand, it is highly unlikely that I shall econtinue to purchase
83x14 paper just to accomodate a format which is difficult at best...

Since the format, and policies limited and largely determined
by the format, are the factors which give a 'zine personality it is
obvious that changing the page size will inevitably change the 'zine
itself. So why carry on the same name? (Particularly since I =m
running out of minerolosical puns...) I think, therefore, I'1l just

" change the whole mag while I'm at it, and submit a new Carrzine to

the eagerly (%) waitin- world. What it will be, even I haven't the
faintest notion at this moment, (Except that it will be on 83x11
papor and probably just as corny as before.)

PLEASE,,..(I'm willing if you are)...ALL TRADES CONTINUE AS IS,
IF I locate a home for Bgo Jest as a !"collum", I shall antinue to ro~
view 'zines received in trade. If not —— well, I'1l still enjgy

readini:;:jiéf
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(These late nrrivals get e snenk preview -~ lucky peoplel)

ACERQNIC CHRONICLE #85, K.K.Smith, Rt. 1, Everett, Wn, $1 por yr.
Aopesrence: No covers or illos, printed (pro-quelity) abt. 20 po.
Varietr: Srme as usual.

~mment: I fine it interesting to note occasional fan names cropping

up in the pares, which indicates that for 211 Mr. S~ith's 7?0—-some yrs, )
he is a fanpubber at heart and derives as rmuch enjoyment from exchang-— |
ing with other fanpubbers as tho rest of us do.

KAYMAR TEADER #77y X. Mortin Corlson, 1028 3rd ave. So. Moorchead, Minn.
Appesrange: Vory nice Lia cover {looks like an eprhesd with octopus hair,)
15 mimeo'd pages, plus plnin heouver wrapper. Tactful,

Yoriety: 2 review colunng and an artiele ag well asg the usual ads.
Commontg: BAD! Look at this - a chance to gat a 600 pouver micruscope
complete whhccessories for only $35 WR the equivalent in stf!

THE COSMIC FRONTIEK, ¥4, Stuart K. Nock, RFD 43, C-stleton, NY. 20¢
Appegrance: Parple. 20 pp, edx54, Cover, @ tw-color illg plus fillers.
Variety: Fictign -ond mun-fictiun, plus miscellany. (Une chilling story .
impi jed that if Ritlert'g parents hnd emigrated tg the US, Hitler wpuld
Prohably have been sufressful in his attempt %W conguer the worldl)
Comment: Stuert nentions in his editorial, "It is almost impossible
to got a pood story or article now, RNnturally all of the 7ood wrilers
sent their gtuff to the bLest zines, and it is almost an inner circls,
The small fanzines don't have a chanee.™ That is an often heard wail
fron new editors, and the answer is so obvicus that it fairly shouts,
Why TRY to crash the "inner eircle"? Why hang on sonebody elsets shiry~
tail? A new editor {if he wants to be an individusl and not just =2
cheap copy of sonebody €lme) should evolve his OWN policy — and thig
means hunting up his DWN contributors. Material is where you find 1%,
A 2004 editor gets a reputation for himself because he is able to
zegormlze gfood material. For instance, Stusrt is in school...he hasg
excellent. wurceg of potential contributors, SCMEBCDY in his English
and Composition classes is getting "AY grades....the articles and thehes
"ﬁ?‘ pleaset a hord-bailed English teacher might also please a sated
ence of fbmlne readers, SOMEBCDY in Stuart's art classes is .
getding praise and high gredes for his/her illustrations and designs.....
Fandom is always delighted with a fresh, new talent. It shouldn't take
nuch persuagion o convince your friends and fellow-students, that yous
fangine is a mucl, Yetter place for their stories, articles, illos and
desfens, than the wastebagket — now that they've been graded. 4And I
never heard yet of such a creative artist who wasn't plense to be asked,

-3
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(Review of SAPS Mailine #25)

As I sit here, flanked by Kleenex, 4spirin, Cru = iledicine and
wnstebasket, I have exactly one week in which to ¢ 1 te and mail
=i TONES if I exnect to cet it into the 26th iailin. . 4althoush I
had comnted on this week of nost-Tranksesiving lull, I "~dn't counted
on a feverish, headachy, nose-driooy cold.... Aches and nains not-
withstandine, never let i1t bte said that the sond old fannish "SaPS
or Die" s»nirit let us down -~ so here goes:

NaNDU #4, Han Gerdins

Apnearance: As usual, exquisitely nimeo'd and illo'd. 28 pm.
Vorietv: It apnears to be just one huse Msiling Review, but actunlly
it has a2ll kinds of sprightly chatter -— includins serious poetry,
Comments: Gosh ~— all that and 4 kids, too!

GHU SAPPLEIENT 16, John Davis

Apmearance: 13 pares, front and back cover, mimeo'd by Neneee...
Varietr: Mailins review, full-page interior illo ve satire, a btit
of screwball chatter which impressed John as extremely funny at the
time, and an article about Johnts rocent (?) accident which is a
dogeone #ood piece of writine.

Comment: Glad yvou nulled out of it OK, J-hn.

FALLING PET4LS, Larry Farsaci & co~editor ann Farsaci.
4ppearance, 7 np, mimeo'd, green & ellow nanmer, no illos.
Variety: Beautiful thourhts (or what the editors considered to be
beantiful thourhts) exnressed mostly in poetry fornm.

Comment: Whot is this fapagine doing in SAPS?

FaINE~IAC #6, Ed Cox

appenrance: No illos, 6 »p uninterrupted mineoine.

Yarietw: Interesting chatter & moiline comments, »lus 2 letter from
Coswal. I, too, think Coswal's memoirs more interestine than his hobty.
Compent: Thanks for kind words re GEM TONES. Rether rare in S4PS.



IGNATZ #4, Fancyr Share water

Anpearance: 24 nineo'd pages, amply illo's - infcolor yet! Pardon me,
4 of those 24 »p were ditto, not nmineo. Versatile, isn't she?
Varietr: Two nniline reviews {one bv Berseron. Yes, Rich, vou fsuessed
rigsht atnut the npoll cards. They were to non—SAPS only and the circu-
lation is twice that »f SAPS. I hope the reason vou objected to BOO
JEST was becouse it crowded out the other inimitadble Carr-stuff?); mueh
1svelv Share-chatter (Non & Marie-lLouise) ond an interesting Beatlevts
con~renort by Larry Touzinsky.

Comment: The official title of the color used in "Coral!" GEM TONES was
Oranre. The "Calecite! irgue was (pelieve it or not) Blue! 4t this
point, 1 haven't the fai 't st idea what the color of thie current GT
will be!

SPRING HaS CAME AND WENT, ifan Share. Noted. (I am just too feeble to
attermt any conment on 4l SC noetry!)

CUTSIDERS, Wrai Banllard, noble OE of SAPS,

4pnearance: What, no COVER ILLO? This is treason. We connot permit

that beaverish cont of arms to do duty 28 an Qutsider Cover without
protest. (By the way, WHAT Mhas it gnod™? )

Verietr: Fictinn, mon fiction, humor, non humor, but only not—poetry!
Coripent: I wish I didn't feel so lousy...maybe I could think up some-~
things to comment about. (Just remenmbered what I wanted to sar..see below)

The 110th COSVALZINZ., A one~shecter, as usual...
Aopearance: Green ditto on nink naper!
Varietr: 1 don't know what?!s in it — I couldn't force my aching, wtery

eves to read it,
Compent: This is what I was intending to conment about OUTSITERS...

This scrmmulousity with regard to counting pases of matorial subnitted
tends to be misleadine. For instance, NaNDU hod 16 sheet of paper which
should hoave civen her-credit for a 32 pace booklet even thoush there was
only 28 pafges of naterial in it...This Coswalzine, on the other hand,

is only one sheet of paper but lonks bisrer because he is civen credit
for 2 pages. Is this o valid comment, or am I just quibbling from my

coldr)

THE ARCHIVES #1, from new nember Lerry Touzinsky.

cover, ..
Appearance: Nice lookins half size job, nrobable nineo'd... Dave Enclish

Variet—: Interestine chatter, nothing outstanding,
Comment: I enjored the ad for a Reconditisned YOO 70O.



REVOLTIN' DIVELOPMENT. Martin alser

anmenrance: Much nrettier thon the contents warrent.

Yarietr: Cwer, 2 illns, and some corments on the cost of minen.
Commentg: Iuch of my lousy mimecins is probably due to using war-~
surnlus stencils at $1.25 ner gquire and the cheapest sgrade of Fibre-
tint paner, approx $1.50 per rean (cheaper in quantities). I have

exnerinented with many kinds of ink, but find that Tempo is the best.
Dont't recall offhand what it costs, but it is not the cheapest.

SP4CEWARP, art Rapp

appenragce: Ho nrtwork, but verr nice headir 's (contradictorr?) 21 -m.
Varietr; Mailin~ review, not-poetrr, and t 2 "Vieh I had Done That'.
Cougent: Thanks for the kind words,..rou ku-v, I wish sonebody weuld
woint ocut page & issue of that pornogranhic stotement which I am sun-~
»osed to have included in GT. Trr as I mar, I con't recell which of

a1l gy nasty comments nmight te considered pornosraphic as well as
canstic.

BOOK OF PTOTH, Al Toth

annearance: Bohl 13 peres with nary on 1llo (except & crossword nuz-
zle) ~~ and not too exnmert mimenine, either,..probtably needs new pad.
Varietr: Well, there's an awful lot of tymingz in it, but blessed if I
find out whaot the heck he's talking abtout. Oh yes, here's a neilings
review, ..

Comment: Maybe when I'm feelins better this will neen sonethinF....

BaRSOOM BUGLE #2, Loarrr anderson

asmearance: 6 colorfilly ditto'd pases (includings cover) that dontt
say very ruch.

Variety: Sketchyr nailings review, the rest chatter...

Comment: Huh? What was that a/2int%...I1 guote, "Tx for the sumrestion

but I think it better t» have sonethine in each mailing, even if qguite
srRrll.. . " wWell,maybe I'm nuts, but that doesn't make sense, since the
sur~e¢stion nentioned was, "..it nokes a tetter looking Mailins to have
nne fat contribution containineg several sections than to have several
smell 'zines,..(of)..sane size and general format.?

D¢ IT NOW and ATTENTION FEN, Homard Devore

A-mearance: 2 sincle-sheeters, purporting tn be ads.

Varietv: Well,..no doubt ther nearl- lauched their 1little pinheaded
selveg into fits over their own excrutiating hunmor.

Comnents: If a certain roung fanne decides to sue for defamation of
character, vou sure handed her a nice btit of naterial evidence. She
won't need a husband with rou boys working to gevy off the court fine.



DODO =#1. Vermn Harmnton

aomerrance:6 »m rinen'd by Nancee and evidently trroed by Nanree, too.

Varietz:  (Doesn't sav vho stencilled the illos). Just introductory

chatser of somewhat twitterr ferale-time.

gomment: I suppose I've ot a feud »n nmy hands for sarins this, but it

is 2 mnnd thins SaPS doesnt't require stf-slanted contritutions tecause

o-15 of mentionin~ stf (she savs she reads it) thers =sn't anv....
- to SaPS, Verna, even if it is a backhanded a ot ~f velcone,

YLiiOS #3, M. McNeil

apmenznace: Purple ditto, 4 -» (t+» 'mstanled sinzle-sheeters). Those
are 111os?7??

Variet:: lMailins review nf sorts, »lus nther fan-chatter.

Crmments: Thish was quite interesting because Mike didn't stick so
closeiy to brok reviews, etc., but save out with a little hunorous
btanter and stuff...

MO SUKCSHI KaBU, Nancy Share

Hnearance: 4 exceedingly nimenaranhed pases w/illos..woo woo!l
Variety: Chatter and stuff.

Corment: I do too like yrou, Nancyl

TRANTOR #3, Richard Ener (& Bob Bri.~ws & Irene Baron)

Anmearance: Hot quite sn noarmoth as previowsly , but still consid-
erable. It sarys on the 00 that there are 13 pp, but I counted at
least 14, of which 3 were undoubtedly attributable to Baron. How
core, 037

Varietr: Much enjoyabtle chatter, with less strain to it...

Comrent: lMuch as I, ton, should like to sce Wrai Ballard at the Con
{alwarys assunins, n»f course, that I should bte there myself), I hesi-
tate to venture an opinion as to whether or not you have any sumort—

ers. dearie.... One mod way to judge is whether or not your stock-
ir~s wrinkle across the ankle, tut I can't see from here. (Meow!)
Oh, all richt, I anolnsize! Shanme on re.

CREEP #1 — My rond friend Wally Weber finally nmade it...
Inmearancet 6 mHn, 1il1ln'd. Alrost as neat as a Gerdinszine.

Varietr: Assorted scattered remarks that fell into place as a Con

report, Knowing Wallwy, of course, I don't believe half of it —- and
sericusly doubt the rest.

ZfvU, Xaron Kruse, 3 ditto'd pp mostly mailinge review with a strong

vlus Zor the '54 Con of which Karen is a dignitary. Why doesn't some
ssnsible fanclub rent a whole notel for a weekend as the Con site?
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Sept. 6, 1953
Dear Gertrude,

In the issue of GEM TOUZS
in *b¢ Soms 24 mailing, you were
kind -»~nh to review an Austro-
licz. 7 omwine PERHAPS, edited by
v .~ friend Leo Earding, and
to ~ive it a favorable review.
For that, nmr thanks. However,
there are some other parts of
) vour review, which I do not feel
so happr about, and which, I feel, require a rebuttal from me. This re-
but tal should have by risghts ampenred in DOGPATCH in a SAPS mailin. . Un-
fortunntelr Hal Shapiro missed two Sans milings (althoush my MSS was in
his hands and ready for mineoine) and for all I know I moy now be out
of Saps. This was due to no feult of Hal's, really, since he had up and
gotten married and one could hardly blame him for not worr-ing about
mimeoingz my Sapsine at a time like that! But 7ou coan see why I am writ-
ineg these comments »ersonally, rather than nutting them in their right—
ful place, 2 Sapsine..,

As you'lve »robably cuessed, the comments 7ou
made which did not nake me feel any too £y
happy, were those relating to my troub-
les with the Australian Customs. There
has teen so much publicitycencoraning ny
tattles with these cretinous . ‘tullies
that, franklr, I don't want any - nRore.
BUT ~I feel some answer is required to
vour cocmuents., First, I have notbroken
any Hostal resulations. In fact, if it
were up to the Australian Post Office ,
I would have no trouble whatsoever. On
On several occasions badly wrapped pac-
kets have broken open in the Australian
nost office, and the officials have al-
ways carefullr re~-wranped and tied the




nackets and delivered then t5 me. Ther have not nawed throush the con~
tents of the “roken nockets, or made anyr hostile conments anent then. Yet

obviousl:r thery would have done this, if any of the magazines in the mnck-
ets had contravened the postal rtpulat1ons. The stumbling hlock is the
Australisn Customs Dent., who amear to believe that it is their God-

aiven richt to censor everythinh_com;nm into the country and to push pec—
ple around. The Custons resulations nre so vnouely franed, THAT TEEY
COULD RE APPLIED AGAITST THE NEW.YCRK TIiES OR THE SATURDAY EVENIWG POST.
Of course they are not, ~nd usunlly it is only fantnsy, stf and dekective
nasazines which run afoul. But there is no heord and fast rule, and books
have Leen seized fron sone fans and wet other conies nvwneared on sale on
newgstands a 1ittle vhile later! The absurditr of thoe mosition is clear
waen one considers that A. Merritt and John W. Campbell are banned along
with Mickey Spillane! But the resl rensonzfor meking the Customs act as
thev do, is not to protect us from being corrupted by Msexy, sadistic®
literature, but becanse nost Custons officers are fanatically anti-Amer~
ican. This is not an idle stotement, but something I anm very aware of
as & rosult of conversations I have had with them over the seizure of
ny necazines. These conversations have inevitatly led to an anti-hmer—
ican outburst on the part of the Customs officer. ILet me nake two things
clear. 1 an not attempting to mose as a champion of Adnmericen Democraoy
to win the symmathy of US fans. (I on a strong believer in dustralia-Us
solidarity, but thnt's another storv) I also apree that it is the right
of o Custons officer to be anti--Auericon, or anti~Russian, or anti-Lower
Siobbovian, if he so desires, But it is not the right of that officer to
nisuse his nosition and allow nersonal nrejudices to influence hin into
oushing around law-atiding citizens.

You refer to tub~thumping by An-

erican fans. I have not, at anr tine, attempted to get American fans
to run hog-wild over the seizure of T°ZIR magazines. If they are pre-
pared to snhend noney and meil magmazi os which are seigzed, that is their
business, If the Customs declare that the masezines thev nail are Y0b—
jectionable™, and they are nrenared to let this litel on THEIR good
name pass, once a.ain it is their tusiness. I know that if the US Bu-
rean of Customs had ever seized any of the Australian stf paozines I have
mailed to American collectors, I would not have felt like lauching it
off. 4nd if rou are serious when you state that Anericans rmst never
criticize the wisdon of another nationt's lows, then I trust that rou
will not ob ject if the democratic leaders of US and Britain, who have
foursht for the release of »Hrisoners of the Soviet, should now cease
their efforts. If wour =»oint of view is correct, Gertrude, vou must
accept the fact that the Russians have as nuch rigsht to ni0 PeOPle
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' {nfo slave camps tecause they 'are hostile to the atate,' as the aus~

ti"\lian Customs have to seize magazines on the ;:rou,nﬂs‘ that they sre
Yof ““hkmerican origint. :
Cne lagt thine, Gertrude. john 'Gre{'or in

hi:s letter in TIFF states that nobtody else in Australia, ha.s ever had
‘anr froutle with the Customs. I have written to Mr,. (}I;eg asklnr
“hin t0 retract this, and nresentins nroof that rJVER‘I RAN +_1e TH

" 8TATE (Vestern Australia) HaVE BEEN 1i TROUELE 'TITHf”aE cusm . It
is ,just that I received all the publicit;, that is q"], 1 can give
‘vou @ocumentary nroof, if you wish, covering ever fap j,;g this state,
“ hnfl fans in some other states as well, relative to t};e mghln, ar—
ound they have received from the moronic zengsters in the Australian
Customs. -

A5 I am not anxious for any further publlCIt’I og.,‘ti’iis natter,

B’ut since I feel that your renarks reflect adversely PN 0L, 1 would
11ke vou to present my side of the matter in GBM TO.'_‘ s J{

smcgﬁ@wm XM;,{;,

‘Tut, tut, you are huffr...0K, I'11 »ublish your lettar ,m. SAPS, but
- suspect rou wﬂl feel rathor silly to see it in nrdi;:%., Recause,
after all, to set steaned up and draw couparisons ygteegn, internat-
. icma} politics end a ninor aduinistrative natter sgoh,.as_[ghe atti-

tude’ of a Customs official toward Us pulpzines IS kind off sillr,
_ 1smt it? brro 2 U(’:/UM
e A (e FJw .

(In case you wonder what I saéd to mrke hin s%,;a,d,,),rhe re it is:
..Ro;%r Dard is having a pretty toush time with t;he asugtralian Cus—
tof:s. Secras they have laws about nossessing certain.tipes of liter—
“ature, and the Custons confiscated nore of his bogks, ;3% _[;uspog:, now
there will be & lot of hot-headed US fans scream.{z,;,,a,boxﬂ Flie injus-
tice of it all, but I teke a calner attitude myself. 1'*‘or ore- thinga,

.1 can't see that it is any business of ours what king,of -1awrs anoth—

‘er nation moyr see fit to pass. 4And, secondly, singe;jhgge laws were
passed, doubtless the citizens of that nation are,cogpetent to handle
then by themselves without anr passionate tub- ~thugpigg. fpom Anerica.
. My om comuent 1s merely to hope that Romer is abge,¥p ¢ontinue his
SAPS membership without interference. We SAPS ned,.g;little nudre
to remind us that if we start flouting Postal Resulations too nuch,
it will merel;” cause us much the same kind of trouble as Dard is
experiencing.”) 4nd while we are on the subject, has there been

any confirmation of the rumor that the Postoffice swooped down on
Dave Ish and that SOL, therefore, is no nore?



9 Wi' ow Bank - Chureh Lane ~ Moston — Menchester 9 MNov. 5 /7T~
/e

Dear -- shucksﬁ how am I exnected to address a female that A ;)?9
hides behind a nmair of initials? But let us press on re- =

Fardl=ssSe.. Nt P Al
N S

I denv 4t. I may hoave done many mean things in \%.fﬁzikéf\<[‘lg

myv life, but never have I deserved to be called \ {fj'h\“$<L9/é

an "ampubber"‘ It sounds terrible. I'm sure - f:::

I'd never stoop so low. Tnaxe that word bock, sister: R

you can't call me names ':  that and expect to zet }

away with it... 3But "~ ~-unate you felt unable et

to classify Zed. I heto lalbels.

Heyr, Hey! Judging by the vast numbers of fanmags that have not arrove
here since Zed was mailed, rival editors are a modest lot. Mayte you
're wasting vour time with Boo Jest. Except for a few others who may
be counted on the fingers of half a hand, you were the only one suf-
ficienMy piqued by my rudeness to respond to it, my gal. =~ T vok
shier, T wrard sl Tlnm g thane [ len o

You are, however, one¢ of the many who seem mvstified at the printing
processe I know not why. The word trembles on your lips - vep, it's
multiz ithed. Nothing uwp my sleeve, no deception whatsoever. Just
plastic duplimats, with hand-drawn illugtrations and t;ping. No vari-
tvpeme — just the some Olivetti portable typer that's being used to
bash cuk this letter, with every letter suaranteed hand-picked by two
well~worn finger tips., Simple, huh? While we're on the subject, my
recentty acquired copy of Vanations 6 has a litho'd cover - not screen-
ed as reviewed. Are you slippin, or is Normen pulling a fast one?
For tre record, also, I would point aut that the SD cover is printed
letteroress, not lithe. You'lre guessing, gal, just guessing..."L

Ah, well, we can't all be geniuses like the Turner,

I see your name is absent from the Astroneer mailing list; I hasten to
rectify this omission? Dare I whisper that the cover is hand-drawn
litho worlk: the rest is the best that can be done on a broken—down
Roneo mmdel 2 which I used for the originnl Zenith at the begzinning

of the war (the '39-45sone that is). The dupper hag definitely seen
better Bayrs!?

(6]
{Cont'd on next page after poetry gection)
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THE THIRD DAY, By ARNOLD LUNN (J.J.Little & Ives, $2.75)

is frankly a book of apologetics ("apologzetics: that tranch of theoe
loey which desls with the defense and proof of Christian doctrine
and belief) for the existence of miracles. It contains 14 Chapters,
written in non—~technical terms, and is very easy to read in spite

of its formidable subject. However, I shall not attempt to review
the entire book, but merelr ~aote extensively from Chapter XIII:

"..In my youth it wns fashionable to assert that the possi-
bility of miracles hod beun dignroved by science, todar it is in-
crensingly fashionable to maintain that mirncles are so common that
they prove nothing. The nateriolism which appealed to science is
moritund, and there are signs which sugzest that whereas material-
ism was the principal rival to Christianity in the nineteenth cen-
tury, spiritism is destined to prove the chief heresr of the twen-
tieth centurye....Spiritism is a formidable rival to Christianity
becouse the spiritist, unlike the secularist or Modernist, does at
least make an honest attempt to apply the scientific method to the
greatest of 21l probvlems. He is unhompered in hig search for truth
by the negmtive dogma that "miracles do not happen®. His approach
is inductive rather than deductive. He beging with particular facts
before proceeding to senersl conclusions. His theory does not fit
all the facts, and is inconsistent with many of the facts, tut it
explains far more facts than the theories of the gecularists, Lib-
eral Protestants and Modernists. There are, as I know, many Christ-
iang who are so repelled by the apologetice, literature and conse—
quences of spiritism that they are impatient of all attemts to ex—
amine dispassionately the residuum of supernormal phenomena which
are nd explicable by fraud or hallucination or mal-otgervation, tut
the Christien rationalist must not follow the example of "rational-
ists® and pseudo—scientistBeccee..

"Psyciical research has becone resocectable and an increasing
proportion of professional scientists are prepared to concede the
fenuineness of certain supernormal phenomensf....

Nany psychical phenomenn depend on a mysterious substance,
"ectoplesn"s The medium foes into a trance, a cloudy, filmy,



substonce emerses from the Lady ~f the medium and slowly or~anises
itself intn the shape of 2 hand, cr fo»t, or face, or ~—- in rare

cases —— of a cormmlete human body. Ectoplasm has been studied under
ririd test conditions by scientific investigators. It has teen pho-
tosranhed, weiched, and cinematographed., The French Government sub-
pidized the Institut Metanhysychique in Paris as an institution of
"public utility!, and it was ot this institute that the paraffin gove
tost vos first nttemted, Dr. Geley and Prcfessor Richet, who never
abandoned his materialistic philosophy, prepared a paraffin bath., The
¥gnirit", a complete materialisation of a humon body which moved and
responded to commxt 5, was reguested to immerse his hand into the
paraffin, with the roolt that the "apirit" hand emeraged covered with
a thin fragile contin~ of paraffin, a frogile shell about a sixteenth
of an inch in thickness. A human beingz could not withdraw his hand
from such a delicate Haraffin shell without breaking it; for the hand
could not pess throuzh the narrow opening where the shell had solidified
near the wyrist. The "spirit! however dematerialised its hand in the
paraffin shell, which was therefore left intact. The paraffin shells
were preserved and made permanent bty filling them with nlaster. The
lines on the hande and fingernrints were proved to bte completely dis-
tinct from those nn the hands either of the medium or »of the sitters.
In order to prove that the paraffin shells were not manufactured out-
side and introduced surreptitiously into the seance room, Dr. Geley
mixed cholesterin with the naraffin and proved that the paraffin eloves
produced during the seance conteined cholesterin,

“Scores of these "gloves" have now been produced at seances, but
the attempts of scientists and conjurors to renroduce them have failed.
Houdini snent some weeks at Notre Dame University attemting to renro~
duce paraffin gloves. I was shown the result.

“Whereas in meny of the paraffin 7loves the hands are closed, and in
some cases two clesped hands are shomn, in Houdini's experiment the fin-
gers were extended and close tnmether and Haudini had menazed to extract
his extended hand without breaking the shell, but even so the contrast
tetween the swollen distorted shells which he produced and the delicate
parafin shells of the seance, perfect in their mouldin,s and showing all
the lines of the hand, was most striking. Moreover, Houdini worked under
his own conditions whereas the medium produced these shells under condi-
tions dictated by Richet. The truth is that conjurors have completely
failed to reproduce the more striking psychicel phenomena under the
rigid test conditions imposed on mediums.,



“The reality of telepathy ond clairvoyance wnould seem to have been
established by the experiments at Duke University (U.S.4.), cnrried nut
by Dr. J.B.Rhine, Associnte Professor of Psycholosy. These ere fully
descrited in Extra-Sengory Perceotion iFaber and Faber) to which Pro-
fessor William McDousall, F.R.S., the distinmuished Psycholoesist, con-
tritutes an introduction. For the nurpose »f these exneriments packs
~f cards are used, which contained cards of five different tynes, mark-
ed respectively with & circle, a square, & cross, an asterisk and two
wavy lineg. There were equal numbers nf each of these five cards in
all the packs which were used, If I »n ns'red to suess the cards as
they are turned up, I shall exnect, t' - ainr cards of fiwe differ-
ent tvmes, to he risht once in five i .3 2C&)s If I scored 10 hits
(40%) out of the first 25 attempts, I s:. uld not be particularly sur-
wrised, tut if I scored 40% instead nf £20% Hut of the first 100 trials
I should beszin to wonder whether I did not possess some telepathic
faculty, for the probability »f doubling the nroportiocn of hits which
one has a right to expect under the laws of chance rapidly decreases
with every additional trial, end the ondds azainst doubling the chonce-
expectation of hits in 100 throws is already areater than a million to
one, Professor Georre Temple, F.R.S., tells me that the odds asainst
gcoring ~-~ with a 20% chance -~ 400 hits ogﬁoof 10,000 throws is great—
er than 10 followed bty 500 noughte to 1(10 to 1).

/" Now 400 hits in 10,000 triels is approxinmately the score of Hu~
tert Pearce who averased 8,9 hits per 25 in 11,250 trials. If the
entire human race and their descendants were to te engaed in these
experinents for a billion billion years it would Yte extremely impro-
tahly thet by the end of this period a gingle human beingz would have
equal led Pearce! s score, assuning that no sther factor tut pure
chance intervened in these experinments.

“The next hypothesis to te considered is deliterate fraud. Huch
depends on our estimate of Dr. Rhine, Now Dr. Rhine and his wife
sacrificéd a2 nromising career in biolcsy to devote thenselves to psy—
chical research. "Their action", writes Professor William McDousall,
"seemed to me masnificently rash. The Rhines are no monied suateurs.
They are working sciemntists without worldly resources other then their
earninzs, 1 found J.B.Rhine to be a ruthless seeker after truth, al-
most, I may say, a fanatical devotee of science, a radicsl teliever
in the sdequacy of its methods and in their unlimjted possitilities.
Ig it not possitle that his collaborators have deceived or tricked
him, perhans with the benevolent desire to reward With positive re-



gults go earnest a seeker? My replyr is that, if the experiments involved
only some two or three collaborators and that during a brief period only,
neither Dr. Rhine nor I could perhape adduce any completely convineing
objection to such an interpretation; tut in view of the consideratle num-
ter of participants, often unknown to each other, and of the prolonged
neriod of participation (extendinz in some cases throush several yeora)
it btecomes wildly imrotably that sny such eonspiracy of deception cen
hove teen successfully naintained throush and under the constant varis-
tion of conditions, without any trace or indication of it coming to
lishte.

"Tr. I ine selected his "percinientd after preliminar: t ~ts among
his stucents, rejectins thoee who did nct show a notably bvetter-than-~
chance record of successful hits. The experiments varied in scope and
in character, and were desismed to tegt for btoth telepathy and clair~
voyance. If the exnerinenter selects cards from a nack and looks ot
then and the percipient in another room attempis to reeord the cards
looked at, we have an experiment in telepathy. If the percipient at-
terpts to mame a card tefore either the experinmenter or the percip-
jent has seen it we have an exnerinent in clairvoyance. The distine~
tion is, as ™o ghall see, of psreat importance in the internretation of
spiritist phenomena. In the case of telepathy the percipient is at-
torpting to read the mental processes of another person. In clairvoy-
ance, he ig attenpting to discover by Extra-Sensory Perception know-
ledze unknown to any living nerson.

Ygxperinents, toth in telepathy and in clairvoysnce were carried
out at varyins distonces. In some cases the agent and the nercipient
were in different houses, With one excention 211 those whn were pro-
ved to possess Extra~Sensory Percention (E.S.P.) were equally succese-
ful in telepethic and in clairvoyant experiments. One of the most re-
markable facts is that clairvoyant and telepethic results were usually

better at moderate distances, as for instance 100 ynrds, than at close
TaN2E

"If these regults sre to be reconciled with s purely materialistic
philosophy we have to pastulate a wave theory, the radiation of extre-
mely short and penetrative waves, emitted ty the esent and intercepted
by the btrain of the percipient., Furthernore, to cover the case of
clairvoyance the rays would have to originate, not only in the agent's
brain, but also in the cards. In many experinmente the cards were not
turned face-up by the mapent until the top twenty on the paek had been



called bty the percipient. This should produce an inextricable junble
of waves, if each of the 25 cards is assumed to emit waves tc the train
cf the percipient. In some experinents the percipient has selected the
risht card from 25 cards lying on a table 25C yards away, with hundreds
of sinmilar cards "radiating!” from adjoining rooms nuch nearer to the
nercinient than the card called.

"But #he fatal objection to the wave theory is that results often
jmprove with distance, whereas, the effect of 211 other waves, known
to nhysies, varies inversely with the square of the distance,

"Y do not claim that the proof of Extra~Senssry Perception, which
these experiments heve yielded, definitely refutes materialism, but I
do claim that it is extremely difficult to sugrest a purely material-
istic explanation of E.8.P.

"These experiments have been repeated in England, According to
Tr, S.G.So0al (Spectator, Jan. 5, 1945) the experimental evidence for
Extra—Sensary Perception 'hag of recent years grown to such an extent
that a nswchologist vho deliberately ignores it labels himself as be-
lon&ing to a past generation.® Dr., C.D.Broad writing in Philosophy
(Nov. 1944) insists that Dr. Soal's papers "»rovide evidence which is
statisticelly overwhelming for the occurrence not only of telepathy
but also of nrecognition.'

"Neither Dr. Rhine nor his collesgsues were nrepared to enter-
tain the spiritist hypothesis., 1If the spirits cooperated in obtain-
ing these results, they cooperated without the kmowledge of those
who carried through these experiments. To the student of spiritist
phenomena the Rhine experiments are of critical importance. Dr.
Rhine has proved that certain people nossess the faculty of correct-
1y neming cards which no humen beins has seen. Why then need we
postulate a discarnate spirit to explain the fact that mediums in
trance disclose information unknovn even to the sitter and subse—
quently proved to bte correct? If those who make no clain to te in
touch with the departed dead can be proved to possess clairvoyant
zifts, why should we accept clairvoyance as evidenece of communica-
tion with the dead?" (End of quotation).

I highly recommend this book, and esnecially Chap, XHE, to any
intellect-pet tofpletely sealed off into watertight commartnents of
prejudice because it containe highly provacative reasoning. GMC



The Brimming Cup

Drink deep of springs tinctured with joy and woe
Cnly then will the gods their gifts bestow

On mortals who wish for a poetl!s nane,
Envisioning dreams of renown and fame.

Some words that are written with tears and ink
Can tell the truia and cnuse the world %o think.,
Then drink to life from crystal cupg or «old,
Death recks not the cup, when our lips sre cold.

Panorana

Humans are cyphers

When flrinz 2 race;
Circling the stars and

Galaxies 1n space.
Planets are open

For a new vonguest
Tempered by srace

Cf the invadinc quest,

Cradling Fingers

Little childish fingers cradling
Treasures so chrefully.

Stubby fingers curling around

An object held tightly.

One hand held & butterflr,

Its velvet winss bruised and broken
A nockeryr of what once

Had fluttered there lightly.

The other one held o red rose

Its petals nressed open and crushed
B a snall tip~tilted nose

S5till ~rinkling at its perfume.

I hope those cradling fingers

When arovn to nman's estate

Will Ye¢ more tender of 1ife,

Of hoopiness and a woman's love,



FOUR MORE

What the Wind Uncovered

The chost returned to the scene of the crime
On a dim track in that desert 1land,
Searching vhile he found what he sought;

Hig skull wo . vared on the sand!

An orruo. embedded in its back

Bhowed how the dasterdly deed was plenned,
Lizards now made a home in the eves

Of the skull that was lring on sand.

Bones of his comrades were spread near by,
Rib btones, shin bones, some feet and a hand,
Of 211 these, he vas the only one

n To have a skull lyring on the sand,

He called on the ghosts of his dead friends
But none of then heard his command,
Still the solitude was unbroken;

d For quiet was the skull on the sand.

If bare skulls ore exposed to the sun
Their restless chosts return to demand
That they be gnthered up and interred;
Bach skull 1laid to rest in the dry sand.

Recalling the run of the old coach

In the early days of eontraband,

He, wishing for rest in after rears

Now buried deeply his skull in sand.
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One of these dnrs you must enlighten me about SAPS. Whofwhat is/are 7
SAPS?¥ Well, theret!s an opening for rou to be witheringly sarcastic
about the Turner's isnorance, Still, the lad's o relative nco-fan 4
after retreating into the world of reslity for a decade —~ Itve only
been back in the looney-bin of fandom for a dbrief twelve months.

Sorr: ma'ap, It won't happen again.

Best thing in Gemtones (npart from the Zed review of course) was the
remark that rou're old enoush to know better but don't give a domn.
I an intrigued. I write. I feel the same way nyself. But what can

we do about it? Alas, I - married, with three Little Monstersf’and
edit two fanmags. There i1 ~bviously no hope for either of us.
Love,

= Harry Turner
PS. Phfft to Isabelle... uch! what pomes.

1. anythings but "Dear - shucks®t (GM or GEM is least ot jectionable)
2. What, vou nean 7ou publish ZENITH as a business? 4 feeelthy PRO!
3. I'm not only slipping...I slup!

4, 7You guessed it, Bub.

5. Thank you.

6, To tring you closer to the finer things of life.

?. VWhr, UE. TURNER! What you SKID!
8. Shall wg tell hin???
s

1 wonder, sarys she pensively, if a relative neo-fan is better
than o neo-fan relative...?! Or, to paraphrase Qgden Nash,
if we would rnther ste/have one than be cne?

10. The genuine anerican imported variety, wmo doubt, guaranteed by
L. Hickmon.% Co? Or some inferior "domestie variety?

11. Like olives, rou have to sample qulte a feweu.,. 5%5
C‘
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THE CCLUMN THaAT'S JEST FULL OF BOO!

For 211 I know, this 1my be the last BCO Jest I write. The nib-
tles received to date on my offer to continue it as a columnn in sone
clubsine have been of the "Gosh, I wigh I could...." varigy. Sonooo,
nayte this is it! It's been fun while it lasted, and thanks all of
you for not ~settin~ any sorer than you did at ny coments.

LTAHZINES FROWM FaR....
ASTRONZZR, Powl Sowerbyr & Harry Turner, 9 Willow Bank, Church Lane,
Moston, Manchester 9, Zn-land., Quarterly. Price Cme Shilling to
nen-nenbers »f tle Nor'west Science Fantasy Club.
A-nearance: 20 paces, nineo'd, neatly illotd,
Variety: Some excellent fiction, 2 »nems, and several bits of non-
fiction, includings a Coroncon report suspiciously like the US type.
Comnents: Best thing I thousht was a very short "Neofan's Lament!
wherein o ncofan asked for a literary "map" to suide hin throwsh the
wilderncss of stf ns~ss in the loca2l library. "What are the nanes,"
he asked, "to note besides asinov and van Vost? 4re there any dbroad
trends to watch for? What is the best nethod of setting abtout the
sut ject, or should one just drift alon~?" These are pertinent ques-
tions. Does anyone have an answer?

HYPHEN, Walter 4. Willis, 170 Umer Newtownarcds Rd., Belfast, Ire.
Exchan~es welconed; otherwise 2/25¢ or one US prozine.
ignmearance: 28 neatly and legitly nimen'd paces, including a cover
wic of Bea Makaffey that looks nore like Evelyn Gold...
Varictv: Practically »nll of it is a raindrop by raindrop account of
Bea's conquest of Ireland, includins polka~dotted sunsets and noun~
tain clinbing,

~ment: Rit tickling stuff. Janes hite {who wrote nost of it) is
alrost as funny as The Willis. Most nerve-wracking device: the inter-
lineations on the ricsht hand nargins.

OPER4ATION FANTwST HANDBCCK, Capt. K. Slater, 13 Gp R.P.C., B.s.0.R.,
29, % GPC, En land,

anpearance: 12 miren'd pp, plus an offset single-sheeter of Con rpt.
Varietr: Most.ly lists of stf material available and/or desired,



SCIENCE rFICTICN N27S, #6. G,B.Stone, Box 4788 G.P,0. Sydner, NSW, Aust,
6/ ner e, tionthly.

annearance ' Photo-nffset to half size, 4 . (That'
Tt could he wrinted far all I know.)

Yarietr: T.is ins the widest news coverace of any fanzine I've et seen.
There are news items frou South africa to Hollywood., Nothin,: really
thriilin-, of ~v rse, Lut o refreshing change fron the ~ft-renented
news items" w rmear to have been stolen from one Yzine to an ther
in the majorit . fanzines. ,

Comment: The most sutstandineg thing atout this 'zine, is the lofty
attitude of the reviews, or perhans 1 shottd sar of the reviewer.

Y uess, anyway.

PERHAPS, #2, Leo J. Hardines, 510 Dramnnd St, Carlton N3, Vietoria,
Austrelis. Sub. Rates. US, 25¢ or 3604 from Charles Anderson, 311
East Polk St.,Phoenix, Ariz,

Apoearance: Very nice, indeed. 42 pn plus wrap-around cover of heavy
stock with nrinted »r multillthed cover,..

Variety: 4 articles, 3 stories, 2 "features", a poem, and the start

ot one of the Juliciest feuds yet...

Comment: The lead article, "I Went To Desert Rock" wes reprinted from

Tyrann either as is, or in very close approximation, but aside from this
the entire contents are refreshing,

PERTH FAN NEWS, Ralnh Harding, 38 Central Avenue, Maylands, Western
Australia. No price listed,

Appearance: 3 pp, Bx13, mimeo. No illos,.

Yerietv: Conoh! Goody, goody, #nody! A FEUD!

CQmments' It would anpear from this highly interestings communication,

that Australian fandom is beingz racked by one of the bitterest feuds

yet seen, It seems that G.P.Sinne, of SCIENCE FICTION NEWS editorship,

has ventured to be & teifle t .o lofty in his criticisms of Auesiefans

Leo J. Hardine (of PERHAPS editorship) of Roger Dard (well kmown to

U3 fans) and sundry others, with the result that Perth fandom took

umbrege, and; having taken umbrage, also took action. I quote in pars:

"..eskalph Harding then rose, and moved the following resolutionm:

(a) \Membewship in the PSFG is open to all fans resardless of raee,
tolour, crszed or religion, excent members of the Australian

sclence Fiction Societys .

I's nemmor of +he PSFG may Join, or accept membership in, the ASFS.

Ary pember of the PSFG doing so will be subject to instant and

automatic expulsion from the PSFG without right of appeal,

(v)



", ..Mr. Hordinge explained that he was moving this resolution as & pro-
test arainst the dictatorisl tnctics of lMr. Graham Stone and his ASFS.
Mr. Stone hod been trving to dictate to fans for years, ard had final-~
1y climoxed 21l this with an insultings order to a member of the PSFG
(Roser Darxd) 'to eet out >f fandom.,! Mr. Harding said that this was
an insult not merely to Dard, but to every PSFG memter. Roser Dard was
one of the best—known and most resmected fans in Australia, He had kept = ¢
the feeble lizsht of Australisn fancctivity alive for years, when there
were virtually no other active fons in the country. Now Adustralian
fandom was boomins and many fans were induleing in fanactivity, and in
effect lir. Dord was beinz told by Mr. Stone and his cohorts, "We o
lonrer need -ou, so et out and stay outi" If the PSFG allowed tiis
insult to »nnss, then they did not deserve to exist as a body, kir.
Harding saide Mr. Hardine concluded by stating that his resolution
was actually a double—~edsed thing, He also regarded it as a vote of
¢onfidence in Mr. Dard....Mr. Dord then stated that before any fur-
ther business was transacted, he would like to thank the members for
their ~reat expression of confidence in him. Such things made up for
the malicious attacks which had been made on him in the past. Mr.
Graham Stone, lir. Dard spid, appeared to have a viclent dislke of him,
Mr. Dard, This was Mr., Stone's privilese. Mr. Stone had as much
right to persnal likes and dislikes as anybody else, Mr. Dard empha-
sized. What Mr. Stone did not have a richt %o was to arrogantly or-
der him out of fandom, Mr. ILard stated. No fan had the right to or—
der another fan out of fandom. No fan WAS fandom, neither Mr. Stone
nor anybody else., Mr. Stone was simply one member of a vast body call-
ed fandom, and his word was not law..,He was saying all this, Mr. Dard
emphasized, not in any attempt to shower himself with prnise, but to
agk by what right Mr. Stone chose to sneak, first in the name of
Australian fandom, and then later, in the name of the Melbourne Sei-
ence Fiction Group? Did Mr., Stone suffer from Ael-icions of erandeur?"
The winws of eloquence soared even to the point of suresting a rival
Convention in '54 "that the strangle-hold of Sydney fandom on the
yearly conventions" misht be broken... 4h, is lovely stuff indeedl
(For anybody that enjoys feuds, that is..)

« . AND NEAR...
ACHRONIC CHRONICLE, #84, K.K.Smith, Rt. 1, Box 92, Everett, Wash. $1
Apoearances 20 »n, printed, nro gquality.
Yariety: Mature non~fiction; religion, politics, hobbies, memoirs.

Comment: I particularly enjoy some of his githy comments regerding
politiec cs — especially the dirs at Democra pretensions, ..


Democra.fr

A L4 SPACE #6, Hent Corer, Box 64, Enid Calif. 20¢ 6/%1. Bi-m-nthly.
A-nenrance: Lith'd cover, multilith'd interior, amply il1n'd 28 »Hn.
Variety: Nice 4--nnoe imitation PQGO cartoon, funny even to me and 1
don't amreciate PCGO... Rather heavy »n the editnrial~t:me articles,
as usurl, but since they are interesting it dsesn't really matter.
Comment: Kent utilized a device I haven't seen in fandom since I did
it myself in 1951 -~ he enclnsed an N3F annlication blark in his 'zine
torether with the susrestiosn that nll his readers who haven't already
done so, send in a buck... Nice poine, kid. I hone you take in
enourh members to »ay up your dues 10 years t»o cne,

The CCSMIC FRONTIER #3, Stuart X. Nock, RFD #3, Costleton, NY. 10¢
Ar-earance: Holf size format, 83x53, ditto in purple. Unstapled.16p0
Veriety: Fan fiction & non-fiction. Cartoon illos. Legsible throughout,
Comment: Not bad for a beginner -- who admits he's a beginner,

DAWN #19, Russell K. Watkins, 110 Brady St., Savennah, Ga. 10¢, Bi-lMo.
Annearance: Colorfully ditto'd 18 np, mimeon'd cover.

¥arietr: Bxtremelr varied in quality as well as subject matter,
ransine from an adult article on agtronony, to semi~hysterical fan-~
vekking dissuised as a "collunm',

Comment: Watkins is an experienced editor and can assemble material
to good advantarce. Prqbnblv the best letter cnlumn since OOPSLAls
demise,

FANTASTA #8, Larrr Balint, 3255 Golden Ave., Lonz Beach 6, Calif. 2/5¢
A-pearance: 4 »p, mimen. Scattered illos.

Variety: Fanzine review column with a lot of new names in it; o

brief Con report which said more than meny lensthier ones I've read;
and the rest just fanchatter.

Comment; I quote: YFANTASTA is not a complete waste of paper. It can
be used, quite successfully, in the cat's box." Unquote. I don't
think that is quite fair.,.. Do cats read?

FANTASIAS #8, David Enelish, 63 W. 2nd St., Dunkirk, NY. Final Issue.
Anxrearance: 24 mimen'd nHases, with Dave's delishtful drawings.
Variety: Two stories (&ond); 2 non-fiction (alsc &s0d) and a lene
letter column, w»lus some filler material.

ent: FANTASIAS has been a nice job £1l the way thro. Sorrv to
see it #0. I hope de continues his illos because, as has been stated
elsewhere in fandonm, he does have a distinctive new art form.




FANtastic STORY A6, #1, Ron Ellik, 232 Santa Ana, Lone Beach 3,

Col. 10¢, 3/25 Trades welcomed. Apparently Bi-Monthly

Aearance: 33 minmeo!d pp, incl., cover. Mineo shows usual neo=
ampubtins unfamiliarity, but legible and surprisingly neat format.
Verietyr: This seems to bte intended as on anthology of fan writing,

and contains 4 stories (incl. "Aun®mynous" from NESTINY). Consequent-
ly, the guality is excellent.

Comment: A fanantliology is a swoll idea and lons needed, and Ron says
€ oroposes to make it like Sam Mine's pro-anthnlo -y mez. Ron undoub-
tedly has a cood idea, but unless he developes a sudden attack of
tactfulness and professionsl courtesy, his idea may die-aborning, For
instance, I note that he has not been careful to et .t renrint righta..
Ee,d1d specify in eack,gase just who wrote the story, when and where
it was published, buﬂ/whether he has made any corrections. Thig lat-
ter point would seem unnecessary, tut I also notice that Ron has fal-
len into the usual snare of newfaneditors and could not refrain from
revisWe "Anonymous" bty Genrge Wetsel and Malecolm Willits. Not that

I blame him in the least for sugcunking to such a temptation., I turn-
ed it down in its originel form when Wetzel tried to npeddle it to SIN-
ISTERRA and even with Billits' capable hand well mixed into it, it
sure could stand revision. The only =erson entitled to sorean about
what is done to THAT story is H.P.Lovecraft himself —- from whom Geo,
Wetzel 1ifted it — in gpirit and word if not in fuot.

FANtastie STCRY MAG #2, as sbove

Appearance: 33 wnages, incl. IEA cover. Mimeosranhy comletely le~
ible and even neat, Artwork is sparse and copied from the orisinal
nublisher,

Variety: Ron has added a couple of columng of new materisl in addi-
tion to the resrint "fanclassics" (the word is mine —— if anr Tlore
te laid for it!). A fanzine review colum and a letter colurn. .o
also added a few bits of new filler. (I wish he would gnecify thet
it is new, however, so I don't have to keep looking for the renrint
credit). How-pro MZBradley's "adventure in Charin! is the lead.
Comment: 411 I can say is that I don't knw when I have felt so en-
thusiastic over a new famngz., This one seems to be competently done
and, best of all, it has a RBASON for comin, out. I hope Ron Ellik
sticks to this reason (renrinting the best fanfiction) and does not
let FANtastic degenerate into just another fanzine. Cne more thing,
I note Dave Rike has a brief surrestion that now that 7th Fandonm is
here, 1t is time to put out a new Fandirectory. I agree it is tipe.
Why not pass the idea over to the loricel acency ——~ NFFF?



ECLIPSE?Dan Thoreson, 410 8. 4th St., Norfolk, Net. 10¢36/50 Irres.
Artwork rother crude thish, and the headings lean in a1l directions
(asparently secrchings in vain for a letterins puide,..)

Yoriety: Two short stoii®s,the rest non-fiction of the chatty, semi~
editorial t;me. 1 note Ray advertises for advertisements...
Compenta The chief agnret of ZZK is the treezy chattiness of the ed-
itorisl st;le —-- whi~n secms to bue the chief agset of any fanzine of
this trne, One gs.-ricug note (which moy or nay not materialize into
gmethings of value) is a columm by Bobby Gene Worner,

HENDGE PODGE #2, Share Sisters, PO Box 31, Darvil'a, Pennn, 10¢ 6/50¢
Ayrerrance: 26 pp, mimeo, illustrated by Shelvick & Hancy Share.
Varietr: Articles, Features, Fiction, Poetry and artwork... A very
sensitive selection of material and nersonally 1 think it could have
sraced o better presdntetion thed it received,..the format could
have been a wee bit neater....0f course, nobody can heln inking woe,
Corment: This 'zine shrws less of Nancy's whacky sense of humor than
her otkers, "and rmore »f Marie-Louise's delicacy of touch. The name
and appearance are nisleading, there's serious stuff inside,

#3
INSIDE/ Ron Snith, 332 Bast Dete St., Oxmard, Calif. 5/$1, -robably
Quarterly. tho no schedule is listed and it was vears between #1 & #2.
4 mearanee: 32 np, 85x53. It says "nrinted in Ann Arbor..by Edvard
Brothers,!" but it lonks to me more like -hoto offset. Maybe a com-
bination of ¥oth. Illustrated bty ¥eil Austin, Naaman Peterson &
Don Howard Donnell, with cover photosranhed from the collection of
Richard Main. 4also contains phot.Taph of Ray Bradtury (lacking halo).
Variety: Contents include 2 articles and 3 stories. Editorial & TofC.
Comzent: Ron has certsinly come 2 lon way since his first sloppily-
pimeo'd 'zine., This one is as clonse to perfect as he could make it,
but, alas, suffers the fate of all such. Destiny, Fantastic Worlds,
Jinl of Science Fiction, Fanscient, and even Bob Johnson's elegant
nort" of a few years back ~ they all suffer from anemia, They are
so expensive to produce that they nust necessarily bte limited in size;
and the moterial strives so hard to be "good", that it nisses being
casually interesting. I hate to see these ambitious "little mags®
spring up in fandom, because 1 know some kid's pocketbook is taking
a beating and the end result is never worth it.



A_ypearar.ee

KATMAR~TRADER, XK. Martin Carlson, 1028 Third Ave. So. lMoorhead, Minn.
4earanee: #76 is 28 np incl, covers and inserts, and offers the most =
fantastic bargnins for neo-collectors that Il've ever seen.

Vorietr: This is strictly an adzinc, (With WFFF overtones).

Comment: Bot Silverbers is unloadine his duplicate fanzines in thisgh;
and Choarles Loe Riddle is digposineg of his collecticns o»f AMZ & FANT.

MOTZ, #8, Rotert Peatrowsky, Box 634, Iarfolk, Nebr. Bi-Mo. 5¢
Amearance: 2-90 incl. cover, B85x55, ditts (nostly purple with red
and sreen tris incs).

Yariet:r: 1 short storr, ~therwise seni~serious-trne non-fiction.
Comment: I can't aquite fi,mre sut whether Bob -ublishes the rather
weicht;r articles hocnuse he prefers serious-constructive crifanac,
or whether his contributors send him that trpe of contribution be-
cause that's what MCTE usuallr nHublishes. 4t anry rate, if rou en—
Joy the adolescent reaction to H-bombs; the technigue of fan-nop—
ularity for the BNF (by a BNF): and the relative artistic merits
of Braodbury vs Heinlein —— this is for =rou.

MUZZY, #5, PFC Jlaude R. Hall, 807 N. Main, Carlsbad, IT,Hex.
anpenrance: 34 np (incl. a hand painted cover!), nimeotd. Illos
nothins to bracs about, except a 3 pace eouic strip which wasn't
sus toséd to be good ~-- only funny.
Yorietr; Sowme verr nice fan fiction, a review colum, o letter
c2lumn, and some ¢cditorial filler.

omment: Juite an improvement in quality and interest-value since
Clrude does less of the writing hinmself. 4 little of his hiah~
goirited hunor gpices up the 'zine, but ton much could swoil
the flavor of the rest of it., This is the best ish tao dute.

NITE CWL, #1, 00 of Oklahoma Science Piction Confederation, Eds:
Larry Walker & Don Chappell, 5921 BE. 4th Pl.,Tulsa, Okla. 10¢
Anoearance:34 po, 85x7 (writing running lensthwise of paper,
Just oomosite from this format): mimeo black on white. Few il-
lcs, headincs sans letter suides, dut well done.

Yariety: The TofC lists 4 stories, 5 articles ond 2 Features.
Also some unlisted filler & eartoons. The articles contained
2 con reports of small fanclaves and an article on Astronomy
b Carnl McKinner.

Comment: The format is avkward not too neat, but the contents
are excellent for a #1 issue, Con~ats & ~00d luack, kids.



PEON #29, Chrrles Lec Riddle, 108 Dunhnm Street, Worwich, Conn. 10¢;12/%1
Ayncaronce: 28 oy, incl. COVER BY EMSH!!!%?!! Excuisite format & mimeo.
Neat illos. This is consistentl one of the top~ranking non-apazines,
Varict:zs 2 excellent stories, a book review, an article on stf covers,

an editorinl, » noem & sone filler.

Comment: Ghi...! The —orst thins that could hampen to ANY ampubter
hapnened to Riddle. 4 Urieferse eontainins all his fanzine materials
including a half-done PEQN was stolen. In snite of this, he completed
thish “ut nov is stran»hed flnt for backlos material. Touch luck.

PSTCFHTIC #5, Richard Geis, 2631 N. Mississinni, Portlsnd 12, Ore.
1063 12/%1

A, v rance: 30 »p, incl. covers, verr attractive duplicatin ., in
spite of the pale nurple, OColorful insets & illos., Neat format.
Yoriets: aAn all non~fiction fanzine usually tends to ~et 2 bit mon-
otonous, but Geis av:.oided %hat by including a 4 page enic in blank
verse. The nost attractive items were a nage of utterly frank per-
sonality sketches of fans met at the Philcon by Georse Viksnins (Qooh!
what they'll do to him for saring it!) and a nase of stfantsy filns
coming up lieted and described by Larry Balint,

Comment: I enjoy the largse letter column and the arsunents swishing
around therein; two of which amnhear to be the "Anti-Fan~Fiction Soc."
and the fan editor vwho puts out Brevizine 4dv. (The reason I noted
the latter, is that he seens to have several faneditorsburning: holes
in their letter columns about his snide remarks on their 'zines.)
Mrself, I 1ike fan fiction. I find it nore enjoyable to read an ado-
legents ideas of what high adventure nisht be than to read his ideas
of wnat philosophy or science or the nHolitical climate of the 21st
Century misht bte. No matter how young a fan niay be, he can still
tell a story. If he doesn't tell it well, ~t lenst he can tell it

as well as he ean. But unha py as the thox ht mey be when it strikes
the adolescent pride of youth, the sad fact is that most so-called
"non-fiction" is nothing but juvenile moundering. Their educations
are still incomplete, consequently whatever they say nust be subject
to their lack of information., lhen they tnlk about the ihflupncd of
Ray Palmer or lIist the nunber of stories Bradbury has written, that's
fine if you are interested in either subject. But when they try to
evaluate whether or not Palner is o "genius®, or discuss the literary
gualities of Bradbury -- I would resher read fan fiction. It makes
nore sense. At least in a story nobody exnects them to know all the
factors involved in the subject under discussion. 4nd no matter how

Al . writ o i n't 3 cb.d,
%%§¥t%nbﬂ§%-12{éﬁ?en story may te, it can't be worse than a badly



REVIZW, Vernon L. iicCain, R¥D %3, Nenpa, Idahn., Exchanges only.
Aooearance: Ish #7 is mineo'd by Charles Wells, and a very neat if
not verr ornamental job. 10 »n of reviews and conments.

Yeriety: VL McC reviews fanzines, prozines and whatever else his
rovine fagey deems of interest.

Comment: Althoush I enjor COWFUSION, and like Shellty Vick very mch
toth as = person and asg & fan, I connot quite see where VLMcC gets
the opinian that it "may not be ns solished or as witty as SLANT, as
laree ag SFBulletin, nor have the future potentialities of VEGA, But
it remeins the best all-around zine in fandom today®. I differ on
that noint. For onme thines, Cf is hishly irrecular (of course Skel
being struck down with Polio explains its recent lack of ap-enrance)
and -he contents when it does come out tend to be limited to the
circle of ideas that Q used to exploit so successfuly, .aifter oll,
an pll-around fanzine would be exnected to et all around fandom,
wouldn't it} Both as to ideas and contributors?

SCIENTIFICTION TRADER, #1, John Walston, Vashon, Wash. 10¢;6/50
4pzeorance: 6 npy incl, covers. Purple ditto. Full »age illo in-
side which looks as thouszh it had been intended for a cover but
there wasn't room for the title. Twpings & spelling excellent.
Yeriety: I believe thot John is intendings to start an adgine,
since he 1lists a table for advertisement prices. However, there
is very little reason offerpd whyr anyone should Buyr one.
Sqmments John states frankly that he is "only fourteen! and can
use susreskions for improvement. I think probably the best sug~
sestion that I con offer iz to aet a little better acquainted in
fandon before he attempts 0 specialized a 'zine as an adzine.

SCINTILLA, Larry anderson, 3716 Smoky Lane, Billings, Mont. 10¢
Axsearance: 16 pp, apparentlr nhoto offset half size or so. 4armle
illos, thdugh not very expert some of them. Cute comic strip, tho.
Yariety: Due to some error it cutting, the headings and pacse nup-
berinz of mr copy was cut of] and the contents are unidentifiable.
Stories breek off in the middie and anparently do not nick up
8czain -~ at least I haven't men able to find the proper sequence.
e TofC lis4is 3 stories, 4 Ctlums, and 2 "Miscellaneous" bits.
GQimpent: It js completely bafflins to me that Larry would waste
money to have this Photo-offsel. It is a jumbled up confusion
and the naterial isn't any beter than could be expected in an
ordinary fanzine., It just doesa't nmake sense....



STARLICGHT, #1, Lnddie Liondon and Don Howard Donnell, 5425 Santa Monica
Blvéd, Los aneles 29, Crl. apt. 205. Apparentlr this is distributed free.
A-wecronce: 12 »p, photo offset to half size.

Varictr: This is one hure advertisement for itself, but doesn't explain
whnt it 1s suwmosed to te.

Co ment: I mther that this is supposed to be another adzine, distributed
free vin o half dozen other fanzines such as Peon, Inside, Fan Fare, etc.
Ghvi~islr the editors exnect to pay exenses of this free distribution
Tt ds they sell. Vell, maybe their arithmetic ie Metter than Dine....f

_SCIEZHCE FICTION ADVBRTISER, 1745 Kenneth Road, Glendale 1, Celif.
d-nearsnces; 28 nm, photo offset *o 1alf size.

VYaxriety: Ads, Book reviews (~utliscers); Book reviews hy the editor (I
assurie - no suthor listed); and on article bty Reginald Brentnor.
Comment: This is undoubtedly the Lest and nost successful adzine on the
fannarket todoy -- and »Hrobabtly the reason that so mony photo~offset
Plittle na~s" have been nomming up hither and yon in the hopes of con-
petine with it, not necessarily as an adzine, but on the assumption that
if he can noke a financial succeas out of it, they ean too. Iy muess is
that if SF4 didn't have the Publishers? ads (at double rate), he wouldntt
bte a success either,...

SATURDAY MORNING GAZETTZ (#7 to 10), John Mogmus, Federal 203-B,
Oberlin, Chio. Occasionally weekly, usuelly sratis...
Aearsnee: 4 sinsle—sheeter, impeccably mimeold.
Variety: Newszine. TFriendly, chatty, newsworthy items of fanchatter.
Counent: Now that John ig the CE of NFFF, he nay find it difficult to
keep up this onen~-hnnded altruism, but it is nice for his friends as
long os it lasts.
1041 Conyum St.,
TORQPLSIAN TIMES, 7. Hewitt Reneau,/Santa Cruz, Calif.
Mopearance: 4 Portfolio of Illustrations by Ken Wilcox. Slick
maper, ynrinted outer jacket. Real snazzy Job.
VYarietr: 7 full narme illos fron TTs #1, 2, & 3 and an ille each .
from Inarinative Collector #5 and Miwzane #1.
Comment: Very nleased to receive it, If there are any left, an
inguiry as to »rice and availability micht met rou one. ~

VEGAINISE, Joe Nydsahl, 119 So. Front St., Marquette, iich, 50¢
dopearance: This was so bis it had to be zailed in two installments.
It had 103 pp, including cover and poll, nimeosranhed on zood quality
yellow paper with 3—~color mimeogranhed cover illn on vhite. Ixqui-~

sitiv rent, with tasteful fornat and ample ille:z. I%ce hesdinsg

N aealittDoe



Variety: As customary in an annish, the editor arransed for as much BNF
moterinl as possible. What is unusual, however, was that he was able to
utilize the recent Convention for scurce material and still issue the
annish while the news is fresh. Norman Browne had a lengthy report, 19%
naczes, and Bob Tucker and Rohert Bloch added shorter reports. Sone of
the BNFs listed are 1[ZBradler, Harlan Bllison, Mari Tolf (a »ro, no
less!)Bob Silverberes, Redd Bosrms and THS Telt Willis. A4side fron this
welter of notable non--Tiction, there was noetry, two very good fanfic--
tior. shorts, and an art oortfolio which wag exguigitel:r done as to re-
~raduection, 2lthoush the artwork itself wag sonevhat on the cartoon
strin order.

Comnent: The most praiseworthy thine, to myr wor -7 thinking at anr
rate, was the care and attention to detail with which this hure an—

nish vas nut together. Joel sives credit to his nother for pronf-
readins it -—~ wiaich, beineg a nother of a sromm son mrself —— I sar she
well deserved in nore warrs than one, Thankg to her interezt in, and
affection for, her son ——- I have no doubt this annish is o grent deal
btetter than it otherwise could have been. It escanes the valsrrisiis

of bad taste which frequently in the nast have merred Con-renort con—
tered fanzines, and ret »nresents o fully mature and intellicenti »ic--
ture of the events renorted. In addition to the con reports, are some
nertinent comments atout "7?th Fandon!" —— whaich sonme wroun, fans seen

to think coansists of certain nersons rather than, as Bob Tucker

noints out, & climate of events and activities. Whether or not rou
consider it worth 50¢ to rou is & natter of npersonal evaluation, but
resardless of how you view the contents, rou rust admit your 50¢ is
buring 1/5th of a ream of paper, 11¢ worth of postage & 2 mailing envs
elopes at the very least, and possibly several hours of highly infor—
native pleasure as well,

XENERN, #3, Ta. D. Knapheide, 992 Cak ot. #C, San Francisco 17, Cal.
3 ishs per year, 15¢; 6/75¢.

Apnearance: 35 po, ountBer TiZE format (4x6), mimeosraphed, illo'd.
Voriet:: This is & one-subject 'zine, beins strictly an index.
Conment: Thaere is a oreat deal »f information and a lot of hard
work nacked imto this little booklet. Hovever, the ker explanation
is nmissinag (probably in one of the earlier ighs) so that a new read-
er can't make much use out of it —— not knowine vhat itl's all about.

ZIP, Ted 'Thite, 1014 N. Tuckahoe St. Falls Church, Va. 10¢ Irres.
Sorry, ran out of space. 50 »p, 4x6, neatly nmineo‘d & illo'd. Con-—

tents "go—so", Nnive Statesent of Polier adg unconscious humor.
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